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Mechanisms of Change and Logic of Differentiation in Older Adults’ Digital Behaviors;
A Dynamic Analysis of the Data from the CFPS 2016 —2022
ZHAO Xiaohang' & LI Jianxin®
(1. National Academy of Chinese Modernization, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China;
2. Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; In the course of the Chinese — style modernization, China’s “grey digital divide” has been narrowing. Using the data from the
China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) 2016—2022, this study analyzes the driving mechanisms of the rising internet penetration and the
evolving usage patterns among older adults, and assesses how the influence of various factors on internet access and usage patterns has
changed over time. It has the following findings: (1) Improvements in resource endowments ( material, cognitive and social resources)
and opportunity contexts ( county-level internet penetration) increase older adults’ digital access. (2) The composition of older internet
users is increasingly differentiated, with low-engagement and high-engagement users coexisting. Changes in resource endowments and
opportunity contexts jointly drive the evolution of usage patterns. (3) The influence of resource endowments and opportunity contexts on
older adults’ digital behaviors has strengthened over time, and an intra-elderly digital divide is becoming more pronounced. These re-
sults offer policy implications for fostering a digitally inclusive society and for actively responding to the population aging to advance the
Chinese modernization.
Key words:digital divide; aging; social change; resource endowments; opportunity context
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