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Changing Scale and Structure of China’s Floating Population
in the Context of Negative Population Growth
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Abstract; Under the background of negative population growth, whether the scale of China's
floating population will continue to grow and how its structure will change in the future are related to the
construction goals of relevant social systems. Based on the data of the fifth, sixth, and seventh national
population censuses, age structure standardization and decomposition methods are used to analyze
the relative role of structure effect, scale effect, and intensity effect in the change of China’s floating pop-
ulation in the past 20 years, and population projections are used to examine the future trend of the
floating population. Research has found that the increase in the size of China’s floating population in the
past 20 years is mainly due to scale and infensity effects. Among them, the increase in the size of the
urban floating population is mainly due to scale effects, while the increase in the rural floating popula-
tion is mainly due to intensity effects; The structure effect has always had a negative impact, with the
negative effect in the last 10 years being greater than that in the first 10 years. This negative structure
effect shows similar behavior among different types of floating populations. Assuming the age-specific mi-
gration rate remains unchanged, the size of China’s floating population will continue to decline in the fu-
ture, and its age and urban-rural structure will undergo significant changes. The structure effect can be
regarded as an intrinsic factor of natural growth, and the study of China’s floating population must be sit-
uated within the context of negative population growth and population ageing.
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Table 1  Age-Structure Standardized Results
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Figure 1  Differences between Actual and Expected Size of Total Floating Population

by Age Group under Age-Structure Standardization
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Figure 2 Decomposition Results of the Three Effects by Urban and Rural Area
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Figure 3  Decomposition Results of Effects by Urban-Rural and Age Group in 2000 and 2020
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Figure 4  Age-Specific Effect Distribution of Migration Flows Nationwide and
by Urban-Rural Area in 2000 and 2020
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Figure 5 Predicted Trends in Migration Flows, 2020-2040
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Figure 6 Age Structure of the Migration Flows in 2020, 2030 and 2040
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