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A comparative analysis of the structure of inter-provincial
migrant populations from different perspectives

LEI Linxuan ZHOU Hao

Abstract; Different statistical standards may correspond to distinct populations and sample structures,
potentially leading to structural discrepancies in population statistics and analytical outcomes. Using the data
from the Seventh National Census, a comparative analysis is conducted on the structural differences among
three groups of samples: the Chinese migrant population based on the household registration standard and that
of the place of permanent residence five years ago, the floating population based on the permanent residence
standard five years ago, and the flow and existing floating population based on the household registration
standard. The analysis results show that there are obvious structural differences among the three groups of
samples in terms of age, years of education and gender, which reflect from different socio-economic
backgrounds. Therefore, empirical analysis should pay attention to the match between research questions and

analysis samples. While emphasizing characteristics such as age selectivity and spatial distribution, attention
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should be paid to the fundamental issues in population migration and mobility. It is necessary to attach
importance to revealing the new changes and trends of population migration and mobility in China through the
study of population structure and its changes.

Keywords: population migration; population mobility; population structure; statistical standard; existing

population ; flow population; household registration barrier
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