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Disintegration and Rebuilding: The Evolution and Reconstruction
of the Chinese-style Rural Elder Care Order

LU Jiehua SUN Yang

Abstract Based on the practice of Chinese-style modernization and the unique national conditions of ag-
ing, the elderly care issue in China’s rural areas should be understood and analyzed with the specific his-
torical context and objective environment, in order to develop rural aging governance plans with local
characteristics and the Chinese paradigm. Historically, traditional Chinese society has formed a set of sta-
ble practical logics for caring for the elderly, which fully demonstrates the unique wisdom of Chinese rural
society that has lasted for thousands of years, including the economic order based on self-sufficient small-
holder land production, the family order with the intergenerational two-way feedback mode of power and
responsibility balance as the core, the social order with the familiar and neighboring village society as the
carrier, and the cultural order rooted in the culture of filial piety that has been inherited from generation to
generation. With the passage of time and social transformation, the elderly care order produced in the tra-
ditional agricultural society has undergone modern evolution, and new phenomena such as demographic
and disease transitions, scientific and technological revolutions, and urban-rural development imbalances
bring new elderly care challenges. In the future, it is necessary to reconstruct the modern order of Chi-
nese-style rural elderly care by learning from historical experiences and reshaping the contemporary values
and social adaptability of land, family, village, and filial piety in relation to the elderly, so as to achieve
the indigenous consciousness and independent originality of Chinese social governance in elderly care.

Keywords Chinese-style elderly care; Elderly care order; Rural areas; Aging



