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The Impacts of the New Demographic Normal of Population Aging and
Declining Birthrate on Integrated Urban—rural Development and Its Strategic Response
LU Jie—hua'?,SUN Yang2
(1.Center for Sociological Research and Development of China , Peking University , Beijing , 100871 , China ;
2.School of Ethnology and Sociology ,Minzu University of China , Beijing , 100081 , China)

[Abstract] The relationship between urban and rural areas has always been one of the basic contradictions that a coun-
try must face and solve in the process of modernization. As China has entered a new stage of integrated urban—rural de-
velopment, with the second wave of global population transformation, the population environment and conditions have
changed significantly in China. The new demographic normal of population aging and declining birthrate intensifies the
complexities and obstacles of urban—rural integrated development, which are mainly manifested in the following four
aspects. First, the dividend of rural-urban floating population is declining, the labor productivity and labor participa-
tion rate are decreasing, and the two—way flow of urban—rural factors will lack the population carrier and talent base.
Second, the age structure of the agricultural labor is aging, and the effective supply of agricultural labor continues to
decrease, and thus restricting the upgrading of the agricultural industrial structure and the integration of urban and ru-
ral industries. Third, the inversion of aging urban and rural areas intensifies, leading to the prominent contradiction be-
tween supply and demand of urban and rural pension resources, and increasing the difficulty of rural aging social gover-
nance. The rural governance structure and governance order are shaken, resulting in the weakening of the efficiency of
urban—rural social integration governance and the inactivation of rural social construction and development capacity.
Fourth, the vitality of consumption and investment in counties declined, the burden of social security expenditure in-
creased, and the sustainable economic growth will be restrained to some extent. To respond to the population aging ac-
tively, alleviate the impact of declining birthrate, and further promote integrated urban—rural development, the next
step of policies should be improving the urban and rural population service systems with the focus on the elderly and
children, and optimizing the age structure of the population, planning the rural land space in advance, improving the
systems and mechanisms for the two—way flow of urban and rural factors with population at the core, promoting agricul-
tural modernization and the coordinated integration of the entire industrial chain between urban and rural areas, seizing
the new opportunity of silver economic development, and tapping the potential and value advantages of rural in develop-
ing diversified economy, and last promoting the building of the urban—rural social governance community, so as to
comprehensively promote the common prosperity of both urban and rural areas.

[Key words] Declining Birthrate; Population Aging; Integrated Urban—rural Development; Rural Revitalization;

Common Prosperity
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