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departmental accessibility of the policy, ultimately ensuring that the policy proposal was adoptable.
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Debates and Integration: Theoretical Evolution and Future Prospects of State Information Capacity
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Abstract What constitutes state information capacity, how it can be strengthened, and where it fits
within the broader study of state capacity have long been unresolved questions. Recent advancements in
state information capacity research offer promising avenues to address these gaps. The development of
the concept of state information capacity not only fills a longstanding void in the study of state capacity
but also provides fertile ground for theoretical exploration by political scientists. Currently, several
interpretations of state information capacity and corresponding measurement indicators have emerged
within the academic community. However, the absence of a clear consensus on its definition, frequent
conceptual conflation, and the disconnect between definition and measurement have hindered research
progress in this field, impeding effective knowledge accumulation. Therefore, this paper proposes a
power-technology-actor analytical framework to integrate and deepen the understanding of state
information capacity. Future research can advance this field by fostering conceptual consensus,
investigating the dynamic evolution of state information capacity, analyzing its interconnections with
other dimensions of state capacity, and assessing the impact of digital and smart technologies on its
development.
Key Words State Information Capacity; State Capacity; Legibility; Conceptualization and

Measurement; Analytical Framework
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Why Reconstruct the Grassroots Society? A Review of Reconstructing the Grassroots Society by Jianxing
D G T TR ) PP Zeqi Qiu
Abstract The publication of Reconstructing the Grassroots Society has triggered a renewed discussion on
the relationship between the central/state and the grassroots society within the fields of political science,
public administration, and sociology. By situating grassroots governance within the grassroots society
and the grassroots society within the broader Chinese society, Reconstructing undoubtedly offers a new
theoretical perspective for understanding grassroots governance. At the same time, it also raises some
issues worthy of further exploration. Building on reconstructing, this paper argues that there are at least
two types of relationship models between the central/state and the grassroots society, namely the formal
one and the technical one. Starting from these two models, it is possible to clarify some conceptual
controversies, such as those related to unitary state, state and society, and grassroots society.

Key Words Reconstructing the Grassroots Society; Tongxiang Experience; Relationship Between the

State and the Grassroots

- 200 -



