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tural changes in rural society and agricultural production under the market economy, represents rural families’
inevitable choice in sustaining family reproduction, and embodies the broader trend toward informal and frag-

mented employment in present China.

Keywords: agrarian political economy, seasonal farm workers, middle-aged rural women, workforce transformai-
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Abstract: Discussions of “the standardization of divinity” suggest that religion has become an important dimen-
sion in the scholarly examination of cultural integration in late imperial China. As in the Ming and Qing dynas-
ties, the nation-state construction of the Republic of China followed a similar process: top-down, government-led
religious standardization and self-transformation by private religious groups. With the collapse of the traditional
ritual order, the Western concept of “religion” imported through Japan began to break away from the dominance
of the Confucian discourse, and was given the function of social indoctrination by the government. On this basis,
the R.O.C government further advocated a “standard religion” modelled on Christianity, and used it to screen
and regulate all extant kinds of religion in terms of doctrine, organization, and function. In response to this
change in policy, the religious sect called Three-in-One Sect (Sanyi Jiao) temporarily set aside its disputes with
Christianity and followed this “standard religion” to promote doctrinal purity, organizational hierarchy, congre-
gational regularity, and public welfare normality. These initiatives strongly helped the revival of Three-in-One
Sect (Sanyi Jiao) in the Republican period. By analyzing the case of Three-in-One Sect (Sanyi Jiao), we can better

understand the dynamics and trends of changes in religious groups in modern times.

Keywords: standard religion, Three-in-One Sect (Sanyi Jiao), standardization, self-transformation
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