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county system itself. Indeed, over the subsequent two millennia, despite significant
transformations in political regimes or administrative hierarchies, the county has
persisted as the most stable administrative entity, thereby exerting a profound and
lasting influence on the development of Chinese civilization.

Yi and Local Resources for Building a Rule-Based Society—Revisiting the Custom of
Xianjin Qinlin Ling Peng « 163 »

Outstanding traditional Chinese legal culture encompasses a rich discourse on the
relationship between the rule of virtue and the rule of law, with yi (righteousness)
serving as a vital intellectual resource for maintaining social order. Xianjin ginlin, a
customary practice in real estate transaction, offers a key perspective for
understanding the role of yi. However, modern interpretations since the Republic of
China period often perceive yi as “preemptive purchase rights ,” but such conceptions
fail to grasp its inherent logic. The very essence of xianjin ginlin lies in the
purchaser and vendor’ s mutual demand for yi: rather than the legal allocation of
rights. A sociological analysis of historical records and legal cases reveals a complex
evolution: from state law to folk custom, and later to a legally constrained practice.
The logic of yi creates a space for moral autonomy in individual action—one that
depends on judicial discretion and constitutes the ethical basis of law. Dichotomy and
unity of de (virtue) and fa (law ) embedded in this logic provides essential wisdom to
building a rule-based society that integrates the rule of law and the rule of virtue.

Theoretical Foundations of Data-Driven Linguistics Liu Haitao « 184 -

Linguistic research in the era of data-based intelligence should be grounded in
authentic language data, rooted in the fundamental nature of human language, and
enriched by the accumulated insights of prior linguistic scholarship. The necessity
and feasibility of extracting linguistic patterns from language data are evident, with
linearity and systematicity serving as the two core principles of data-driven
linguistics. This approach conceptualizes language as a human-driven probabilistic
system, focusing on its probabilistic nature to explore both linear laws and systematic
structural patterns of language. It examines the relationship between linear word
chains and two-dimensional network structures. At the same time, it advances a dual
perspective attentive to both human and machine needs in the context of data-based
intelligence. Through the synergistic combination of data-driven and data-based
methodologies, it employs systems science approaches to uncover the operational
principles of human language systems and examine their applicability in artificial
intelligence (Al ) and related fields. This endeavor ultimately aims to establish a
scientific discipline of “speech dynamics,” contributing to the development of
explainable Al and deepening our understanding of the operational mechanisms of
human language systems.
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