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Stigmatization and Legitimation: a Historical Debate on The Professionalism
of Home Economics in China’

MAO Lidan, LIU Aiyu™
Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China

Abstract: In China, the historical debate of professionalism reflects the basis of legitimation and stigmatization of
home economics, which had an important impact on the historical development of home economics, and also had
an enlightening significance for the current development direction of home economics. There are mainly four
periods in the development of Chinese home economics. During the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China,
home economics was transplanted from the foreign countries. At this time, professionalism of virtuous wives and
good mothers was competing with professionalism of social service. In the early days of the People's Republic of
China, professionalism of virtuous wives and good mothers was criticized, and the discipline of home economics
was cancelled. Since the reform and opening—up, commercial professionalism has arisen and the discipline of
home economics was rebuilt. The basis of the legitimation of home economics has different manifestations in
different periods, including: western learning for practical application, scientific household and scientific life in
the knowledge view; female education and training of female elites in the gender view; public orientation in the
professional-ethic view, such as strengthening the country, social service, economic value and social construction.
The stigmatization basis of home economics also has different manifestations in different periods. In the view of
knowledge, it shows empiricism; in the view of gender, it shows the cultivation of virtuous wives and good
mothers, and gender stereotype; and in the view of professional ethics, it points to the private fields such as family
or individuals, and class privilege. At present, China's home economics has an unprecedented development
opportunity. The development of home economics needs to realize the destigmatization and consolidate the
legitimacy of the discipline based on the new professionalism. That is to say, in terms of knowledge view, it needs
professional and integrated knowledge to break the empirical stigma; in terms of gender view, it needs gender
sensitivity to break the gender stigma; in terms of professional ethics, it needs public and social ethics to break the
private stigma.

Key words: Home Economics; professionalism; professional stigma; professional legitimacy



