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Modernity of Social Mentality: Three Questions out of Golden Wing
SUN Feiyu
(Sociology Department , Peking University , Beijing 100871 , China)

Abstract: This essay, through a reverser reading, hopes to provide another perspective for understanding modern anxiety
and depression. Different from other interpretive efforts, this essay, in three questions, put the book Golden Wing and its
protagonist within the social transformation of early 20" century s China and the related expressions of ethos of the young
generation that had been made by many other authors. Within this background, we will find out that, the existence and
self-dentity of Donglin are very different from many other young people that we know from other
authors. The emergence of the “youth” and social emotions such as anxiety and depression all revealed
the ethos of modernity, and thus an affinity, representing the trend of individualization and probable

consequences.
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