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ABSTRACT

We Need a Paradigm Revolution: China’s Social Changes and Autonomous Knowledge Production
Mi Jianing & Zhu Dajian & Lv Peng & Liang Yucheng & Jiang Libiao & Liang Chen
Abstract: Since the advent of the digital age, traditional academic paradigms have been continuously
challenged and even disrupted. An increasing number of scholars have become aware of the disruptive impact
of digital technology on theoretical research and social change. Today, we urgently need a paradigm revolution
to promote the transformation and innovation of academic research from the perspective of methodology or

thinking mode.

Professor Mi jianing proposed ten epistemological issues of generative large models, trying to explore
the way of “human-machine symbiosis” in different dimensions such as technology, application, theory,
philosophy, and future. Professor Zhu Dajian pointed out that China’s high-quality development and strong
sustainability paradigm have inherent consistency. Significantly improving economic and social well-being
without exceeding the ecological environment red line is a sustainable transformation model C that China
is creating, which will promote the transformation from a data-output research paradigm to an idea-output
research paradigm. Professor Lv Peng believes that the “large-scale social simulator” plays an important role
in solving social operation and epistemological problems, systematically depicting the context and field of
social knowledge, strengthening the exploration and discovery of knowledge, carrying out the verification and
updating of social knowledge, and promoting the good governance and optimization of real society. Professor
Liang Yucheng believes that the generative artificial intelligence, which is driven by large language models,
is an important symbol of the transformation of the intelligent society. Sociologists should use large language
models as both testing tools and testing objects. Associate Professor Jiang Libiao pointed out that in response
to changes in the nature of society and the transformation of knowledge production paradigms, possible
autonomous strategies can be sought from three dimensions: the factual objects of knowledge production, the
core focus of knowledge production, and the cognitive essence of knowledge production. Professor Liang
Chen believes that the continuous integration of artificial intelligence and the increase in human-machine
collaboration inevitably impact the paradigms of historical research. The “discovery” function of history will
be reawakened, and the proliferation of diverse historical facts will, in turn, drive the evolution of historical
theories and enhance interdisciplinary dialogue.

Human-Machine Mutuality: Paradigm Revolution and Knowledge Production Reconstruction
Qiu Zeqi

Abstract: The paradigms of knowledge innovation, knowledge dissemination, and knowledge diffusion
are three interrelated terms with different mechanisms. When these three paradigms are integrated into a
synergistic system, they constitute the paradigm of knowledge production. We find that paradigm revolutions
are extremely rare. Besides the incomplete paradigm of rational application in ancient societies, there has been
only one fully established paradigm since the Scientific Revolution, until the advent of new-generation artificial
intelligence. Al technologies, represented by GPT, are currently reconstructing human knowledge production,
forming a new paradigm where humans and machines coexist and interact in knowledge production.
Keywords: knowledge production; paradigm revolution; incomplete paradigm; complete paradigm; human-
machine mutuality; artificial intelligence

From Kant to the Third Metaphysics
Deng Xiaomang

Abstract: The aesthetics in Kant’s Critique of Judgment can be elevated from being a “bridge” between
two metaphysics to the third metaphysics, namely, the metaphysics of aesthetics, which is the root of the
first two metaphysics. This was originally a possible implicit meaning in Kant’s text, but his understanding
of metaphysics was confined to the Western traditions of “post-physics” and “ontology”, where aesthetics
could only serve as a “bridge” in this sense. However, aesthetic metaphysics transcends ontology as “post-
linguistics”, viewing the essence of language from poetic and metaphorical structures, and providing the
foundation for the possibility of “natural metaphysics” and “moral metaphysics”. Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics, following Hegel’s line of thought, leads Kantian aesthetics to a dynamic hermeneutic ontology.
Although it completes a “linguistic turn”, it remains confined by the limitations of traditional ontology and
methodology and fails to ascend to the horizon beyond linguistics. The third metaphysics is a more universal
and transcendent metaphysical conception proposed through the synthesis and transcendence of both Western
post-physics and Chinese post-ethics.

Keywords: Critique of Judgment; natural metaphysics; moral metaphysics; post-physics; post-ethics; post-
linguistics

What is Man: Kant’s Fourth Question
He Huaihong
Abstract: Kant’s exploration of the Fourth Question in his later years was essentially comprehensive,
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