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Dual Cognitive Biases in Aging Society Governance: Challenges and Responses
WANG Weijin, LU Jiehua

Abstract
first in aging society governance, such as the idea that elderly individuals are regarded as a “burden”, the

The common cognitive errors of aging society prevalent in an aging society should be clarified

idea that the elderly employment “crowds out” the youth employment, the idea that aging “hinders” innova-
tion, and the idea that there are intergenerational “conflicts” in an aging society. Research shows that aging
not only brings burdens on public services such as medical care, nursing care, and old-age care, but also
forms a “longevity dividend” through the development of the silver economy. Actively developing elderly hu-
man resource is an important international experience to proactively respond to population aging, and pro-
moting the elderly employment does not necessarily “crowds out” the youth employment on a large scale.
There is no definite conclusion on the impact of population aging on technological innovation, and factors
such as development stages, innovation types, and innovation subjects need to be considered. Population ag-
ing may bring about potential intergenerational conflicts through public service resource allocation, public
decision—making tendency, and divergent values, but these conflicts can be avoided through social co—gov-
ernance mechanisms and public policy adjustment. Meanwhile, aging society governance itself also faces
cognitive challenges such as the view of government as a single subject, the view of competent departments
with exclusive responsibility, the view of the elderly as single stakeholders, and the view that digital technol-
ogy is irrelevant. A response to the cognitive errors of aging society and of aging society governance requires
a joint participation of the Party committee, the government, the society, and the whole people.

Key words aging society; aging society governance; population aging; Longevity dividend; Modernization
of social governance
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