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On the Social Identification Mechanism of People
in Guizhou's Tunpu

HUANG Xingyao, WU Wenxin, LU Yunfeng

Abstract: The " Tunpu people" (Tunpu is a designation for the garrison stations of
Ming Dynasty in Guizhou) show a duality of social identification — " innate"
and " constructed" ,which was shaped by particular political and economic
forces and closely related to individual experiences and cultural strategies.
This paper conducts a three — level analysis of mechanism as to the histori-
cal formation of such an identification via the theory of social identification.
First,the categorization framework of " Tunpu people" is a product jointly
shaped by government, local elites and academics, which is featured with
discrepancies in individual experiences. Second, in the process of social
comparison with ethnic groups nearby the " Tunpu people" edited genealo-
gies, kept revising the intra — group similarity components as well as the in-
ter — clan discrepancy components, and dynamically maintained their own
clan and group boundary. Finally, groups such as " Military — related Family
League" and " Tunpu Network" were established in clan organizations so
that the " Tunpu people" have improved their group self — respect through a
positive intra — group distinction.

Key words: social identification; categorization framework ; boundary maintenance

intra — group distinction ;" Tunpu people"
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