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“Shareholding” and “Urbanization” of the Village: A Case Study on the
Reform of Rural Collective Property Rights System in a Suburban Village

LIU Neng LU Bingzhe
( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The reform of the rural collective property rights system is reshaping the Chinese rural society but its social
impacts on the village are still in debate. Based on a case study of a suburban village this paper finds that the seemingly con—
tradictory effects of the village shareholding system are jointly promoting the urbanization of villages. On the one hand through
the financialization of villager-village relations this reform has detached villagers’ collective rights from their dependency on
the administrative systems creating more space for villagers’ autonomous development outside the village. This generates new
opportunity structures for the urbanization of population. On the other hand the village shareholding system has become institu—
tional support for emancipating villages’ organizational agency. As a corporate body in the market economy the village under
the pressure of maintaining share dividends is devoted to seeking development in the urbanization of land. Overall the demu—
tualization and shareholding of the village has become a driving force for urbanization and urban—rural
integration and the research on it inspires us to reflect on the “city centrism” in the studies of urbaniza—
tion.

Key words: village shareholding system; urbanization; rural collective property rights; urban-rural
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