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from Western political thought in modern times, which had raised the eyebrows of Cai Yuanpei, Wu Wenzao and
other Chinese scholars. This paper reveals the origin and continuous influence of the image of an isolated island
in the social sciences, and argues that disciplinary researches deviated from their original agenda would lead to
cognitive crises. To overcome such crises, it is necessary to go back to the basics and start anew. The paper also
points out that with the help of the image of a composite in the old theory, it will be of great theoretical and prac-
tical significance to restore the intrinsic relationship of communities, cities, regions, nationalities, corridors, and

other locations, and to break dualism with relational cosmology.

Keywords: ethnology, sociology, nation, image of an isolated island, composite

Civilization in Corridor 58

Qu Jingdong

Abstract: The corridor is a civilization composite, and the study of the corridor is a comprehensive and encom-
passing academic field pertinent to the issue of civilization. What civilization offers is a universal picture of the
world, an existential or epistemological view of the universe that incorporates the world, history, nature, and
even divinity into an overall conception. At the same time, civilization must also be inclusive and develop
through a balance between unity and diversity. As a region where multiple civilizations coexist, the corridor has
always been characterized by the transportation, interflow and interpenetration between different civilizations,
witnessing at once connection and division, preservation and solution, and integration and disintegration. Multi-
ple civilizations continuously learn from each other for self-transformation and self-revitalization. The Jizu
Mountain in the southwest and the Shengrong Temple in the northwest are both the intersection of corridor civi-
lizations, connecting the ancient with the modern and the inside with the outside, therefore providing good ex-

amples of what a civilization composite looks like.

Keywords: civilization, study of civilization, corridor, Jizu Mountain, Shengrong Temple

Corridor and Passage, A Spatial Perspective for Understanding How China has Come about 66
Ma Guoging

Abstract: Corridors and passages are important research units for apprehending the integrity of Chinese society
from the perspective of space. The Silk Road on land and by sea spanned mountains, seas and grasslands, facili-
tating economic and cultural exchanges at home and abroad. In China, the ethnic corridor also provides an im-
portant spatial perspective for understanding the pattern of diversity in unity of the Chinese nation and for rec-
ognizing the overall integrity, unity, and commonality of the Chinese nation. This perspective also serves as a vi-
tal research dimension for understanding the reasons behind how China has evolved into its current form. Corri-

dors and passages are living historical and cultural spaces and living historical traditions, which constitute an im-



