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Abstract: Different statistical definitions correspond to different populations and sample structures,
which may lead to structural bias in the analysis results. Using data from the Seventh National
Census, this paper conducts a descriptive comparative analysis of the structural differences among
three sets of samples: the migrant population under the hukou definition, the five-year residence
definition, the migration and mobile population under the five-year residence caliber, and the flow
and stock of the floating population under the hukou caliber. The analysis results show that there
are significant structural differences among these three pairs of migratory and mobile populations.
Therefore, empirical analysis should consider the correspondence between the research question
and the analysis sample. Additionally, while emphasizing characteristics such as age selectivity and
spatial distribution, it is crucial to focus on describing the structure and its changes to reveal new
trends and changes in population migration and mobility in China.
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