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A study on the current status of knowledge, attitude and practice of floating population on
reproductive health among big cites ZHAN G Jinhut» LU Jiehua- Institute of Population Research
Peking University Beijing 100871, China

[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the knowledge, attitude and practice of floating population
on reproductive health. among big cities and provide scientific analysis for strategy making so as to
improre their reproductive health status- Methods An individual questionnaire has been conducted
in 6 cities in different provinces- The questionnaire included basic social, economic and demographic
information on marriage: fertility contraception: knowledge: attitude and practice on reproductive
health- Results 89 percent of the respondents were aware of STD (sexually transmitted disease)
(male 92.7 %, female 85.6 %), and 95-3 percent knew AIDS, although 351 persons did not consider
AIDS as STD- 98.2 % could not tell any common type of STD (male 43-7 %, female 39.9 %) - Only
19.4 % of respondents reported correctly on routes of transmission (male 22.1 %, female 17.0 %) .
The main sources information were newspapers: magazines: broadcasting: television and
advertisements in streets and only 6.7 % of the information was ever received formal introduction-
Among all the respondents, 9-7 % considered AIDS infected persons as unrespectable people and
37.4 % thought masturbation was immoral- The average age of sexual debut of men is 21.8, which
is higher than 21.0 of women (P <0.01). Only 12.8 percent of people used some means of
contraception in their sexual debut - The average frequency of having sex was 4.4 times per month and

no significant difference existed between male and female- Cohabitants had the highest sex frequency
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( 5. 15 times per month on average) -

when floating- but only half of them went to hospital to take physical examinations-
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In the female respondents 43.1 % had ever infected by STD,

Conclusion

Most of the floating people in big cities: especially women, were aware of STD, but their in-depth

knowledge was patchy- The sources of information were limited, largely informal and misconceptions

were widespread- The attitude to knowledge on sex and reproductive health was not open enough-

Floating women s morbidity was high and most of them did not pay enough attention to their

reproductive health- It is time to take a close look at premarital sexual behavior and tailor health care

services to premarital people-
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