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Forum on Current Situation, Problems and Development
of Population Studies in China

Editorial Board of Market and Demographic Analysis

Editorial Note: While Chinese are exciting with the fact that China has achieved great
success in fertility control and entered a low fertility state in the new century as well as a
new millennium, China’s population studies is encountering an embarrassing situation- Some
people deem that population study in China is withering, while others sustain that China's
population study is facing a "second spring"”-

As it is often pointed out that population science is not an equivalent of family planning,
then, what subject of scientific fields does population science belong to? Is population science
rising or declining? How should population sciences be developed in China? These are all
important issues for the students of population sciences to pay much attention to-

Therefore: the Market and Demographic Analysis Journal organized a forum to discuss

the current situation, problems and development of China’s population studies- More than
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20 population scientists from Peking University, Renmin University of China, Tsinghua
University, China Population Information and Research Center, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences: Capital University of Economics and Business and China Population Association
were invited and presented at the meeting- As the first seminar on the development of
China’s population studies in the new century, the meeting provided uncommon forum for
population scientists to exchange opinions and debate so that the audiences benefited from
distinctive perspectives and broad discussions-

We compiled the presentations and present them here- In addition to making their
perspectives and outlooks clear» we tried to keep the presenters’ words and expression
intact- We sincerely wish, by means of forum, to enable scholars to express their opinions
from various perspectives, in the one hand, and provide a chance to stimulate scientific
discussion and prompt development of population studies, in the other hand-

The main speakers of this forum were: ZHANG Chun-yuan: On the current situation,
problems and countermeasures of population sciences in China; ZHAI Zhen-wu, LIU Shuang
et el: Training and demand of professionals of population studies in China; YU Xue-jun:
China’s population studies from perspective of the definition of demography:FENG Li-tian:
The past, present and future population studies in China;LI Xiao-ping :On the connatation
of demography and the levels of population studies; ZHANG Mian-cai: It is expectable to
achieve further development in China’s population studies; MU Guang-zong: Demographers

should maintain the voices to be heard; CUI Feng-yuan : Market economy and China's
population studies in 21 Century- (i . PR, B3 ]

(L#EF R

SEH:

[1]Frank T -Denton and Byron G -Spencer, 1999. How Old Is Old?Revising the Definition Based on Life T able
Criteria- Mathematical Population Studies:Vol-7,No-2,1999.

[ 2]Auerbach: Alan J, and Laurence J- Kotlikoff. Robert P- Hagemann and Guiseppe Nicoletti, 1989. The
Economic Dynamics of an Aging Population:the Case of Four OECD Countries- OECD Economic Studies
no-12.

[ 3] Kotlikoff, Laurence J-» Kent Smetter and Jan Walliser, 1996. Privatizing US Social Security =~ A
Simulation Study- Paper prepared for the World Bank conference on Pension Systems:fron Crisis to
Ref orm -

[4][5]Ketil Hviding and Marcel Merettes 1999. M acroeconomic Effects of Pension Reforms in the Context of
Ageing Populations: Overlapping Generations Model Simulations for Seven OECD Countries-
Economics Dep artment Working Papers:No-201.

[6]Richard Kohl and Paul O'Brien, 1999. The Macroeconomics of Ageing: Pensions and Savings:A Survey-

Economics Dep artment Working Papers,No-200.
[7]Peter Uhlenberg, How Old is'Old age’? Public Interest, Summer 1987.

(81 E 3 3h it 4E % 1997(7], b . s Goit ikt 1997. 89. [R5 . 2 F )
.21.



