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Analysis Framework Concept and Pathways of Digital Divide
Governance for Older Adults: From the Perspective of
Digital Divide and Knowledge Gap Theory

Lu Jiehua Wei Xiaodan

Abstract: The population ageing combined with the development of digital information makes it more
difficult for older people to integrate into the digital life. In this context it is urgent to build a system to gov—
ern the digital divide faced by older adults. An analysis framework was constructed for the governance of the
digital gap faced by older adults from the theoretical perspective of the digital gap and knowledge gap. The
specific manifestations root causes and possible adverse consequences of digital access gap usage gap
and knowledge gap were analyzed one by one. It was made clear that the governance of the digital divide
faced by older adults should be people-oriented focusing on both technical efficiency and social benefits.
The major concepts should include participatory governance inclusive governance all4ound governance
and sustainable governance. The primary objective is to generally eliminate the digital information threshold
make all older adults enjoy fair development and comprehensively help them integrate into the digital socie—
ty. Approaches and strategic ideas for the governance of the digital divide faced by older adults are also fur—
ther elaborated.

Keywords: Digital Divide Ageing Social Governance Analysis Framework Path Choice

Authors: Lu Jiehua is Professor China Society and Development Research Center and Department of
Sociology Peking University; Wei Xiaodan is PhD Candidate Department of Sociology Peking University.
Email: lujiehua@ pku.edu.cn

* «“ ”(20ZDA32)



18

2020

1
1.91 13.5%( 2021) ;
. 21
. 2035 65
2058 21 3.85 28.0%(
( . 2020) .
2021) «“
( .
. 2020 11 24 (
) 2021

2022 N

45

65

2017) .

”»” “

2021)



(13 b4 ( 2020) o
2.1
( Digital Divide) 20 90
( Besser 2004) .
( Have or Not Have) ( Use or Not
Use) ( Riccardini  Fazion 2002)
( Attewell 2001) .
( Cullen 2001; Wade 2002) .
( Nie  Erbring 2000; Jung ~ 2001) .
4 : “ s
( Norris 1998) . .
( Van Dijk 2002) 3 .
( Loges and Jung 2001) .
2.2
( N 2006) -
“ 7 ( N 2018) .

“@ ” o« ” o«

»



20 45

( N 2006) .
N 3 N
3 o
2.3
1) N N A} 4
3 o
1
Figure 1  Analysis Framework of Digital Divide Governance for Older Adults
Based on the Theory of Digital Divide and Knowledge Gap
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Table 1 Comparison of WeChat Usage among the Older Adults and Other Groups
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Figure 2 The Four Most Common Internet Risks Encountered

by Middle-Age and Older Internet Users
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Figure 3 Seven Types of Internet Fraud Easily Encountered
by Middle-Age and Older Internet Users
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Figure 4 The Institutional Framework of the Governance of the

Digital Divide for Older Adults
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