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Exploring Chinese Folk Religion By Means of Digital Humanities
LU Yunfeng' > HUANG Xingyao®> CHEN Lang’
( 1.School of Sociology Guizhou Minzu University Guiyang Guizhou Province550025 China;
2. Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing100871 China)

Abstract: Fieldwork is the main method in the field of folk religion research. However due to the spatial con—
straints of field locations fieldwork can only investigate specific kind of folk religion within a small space and it is
very difficult to obtain a comprehensive and overall understanding of folk religion research under the traditional

path. With the rise of digital humanities technology we can use this new technical tool to explore two new paths for
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folk religion investigation and research: one is the database of qualitative literature and the other is the application
of GIS technology. These methods make up for the shortcomings of traditional investigation and research paths to a
certain extent and are conducive to the formation of a national overall understanding and analysis of folk religion.

Key Words: Folk Religion; Investigation and Research; Digital Humanities; Database; GIS



