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Digitalization and Paradigm Revolution of Liberal Arts

QIU Zeqi

(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Digitalization, known as the third technological revolution experienced by
humankind, is sweeping all corners of the world, and is also the driving factor of the ongoing
third round of paradigm revolution in the liberal arts. The liberal arts paradigm refers to the
logical consistency system from concept to practice, from teaching to scientific research, from
academia to knowledge. It not only has the basis of Kuhn’s paradigm, but also refers to the
correlation and consistency system of resources/materials, methods/technologies, and
theories/perspectives of the liberal arts. The first paradigm revolution in the liberal arts is an
academic revolution, the second is a measurement revolution, and the third is an ongoing
artificial intellectual revolution. The liberal arts empowered by digitalization and artificial
intelligence that are being practiced in academia and businesses is an exploratory knowledge
creation and accumulation from material pixelation to theoretical intelligence. The construction
of the new liberal arts advocated and promoted by the state is an organizational practice of the
liberal arts paradigm revolution in China. If the unfolding liberal arts paradigm revolution is
divided into four stages (material pixelation/pixel data/data theory/theoretical intelligence),
then the current efforts are actually still in the first and second stages, and the second, third,
and fourth stages may be interactively progressing.

Keywords: digitalization; liberal arts paradigm; knowledge production



