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Understanding “Sorcery Tradition” from the Perspective of Historical Philosophy 36
Wu Fei
Rationalization or A Return to Nature: Rites and Music as the Special Properties of Civilization 41
Lin Hu

FEATURE TOPIC II: DISTINCTIVE CONCEPTS AND CHINESE INDEPE-
DENT KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM (V)

Tui: A Basic Concept of Chinese Social Network 50
Zhou Feizhou

Abstract: This paper attempts to trace the origin of the concept of tui, or “extension” in classic texts. As a typical
Chinese concept of social relations, “tui” is viewed as the opposite force of “self-centeredness” in a hierarchical
social pattern. Fei Xiaotong emphasized the force of “tui” more in his later years. Through interpretation of Con-
fucian literature, this paper aims to find out the basic principles and practical path of “tui”, hoping to add sub-
stantive content to Chinese social theory. According to our research, the origin of tui is xiao, or “filial piety”, and
its mechanism is jing, or “respect”. Its basic theory can be summarized as establishing teaching based on human
nature (xing), generating respect through love, and extending love through respect. Based on an analysis of the
mourning dress system, this paper tries to show how tui realizes ultimate ren and yi, or “love” and “righteous-

ness,” by extending love from kinship to all hierarchical social relations.

Keywords: extension (tui), hierarchical social pattern, social relations, filial piety (xiao0), respect (jing)
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Fifty Years of the Journal Modern China 69
Philip C. C. Huang & Kathryn Bernhardt

Abstract: Looking back at the past half-century since the founding of the journal Modern China in 1975, we can
see that in the beginning non-Chinese American scholars accounted for fully 73% of all articles. That figure re-
mained at a fairly high 64% at the end of the century, but has declined greatly since, first down to 26% by 2005-
2009, and further to just 11% in 2020-2022. That decline has been partly countered by the increasing numbers of
Chinese-origin scholars (US citizens or not) based in the US. At the same time, the proportion of articles pub-
lished by Chinese mainland scholars has steadily increased in the past two decades , reaching the present

28%. If we add to those articles Chinese-origin scholars both inside and outside the US, citizens or not, the total



