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Period and Cohort Analysis of Inter-provincial Lifetime Migration in China
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Abstract . Birthplace information is crucial for migration studies, enabling identification of lifetime mi-
grants. Using data from 2000, 2010, and 2020 censuses, this research depicts inter-provincial lifetime
migration in China, outlines national- and provincial-level migration trends, directions, and age pat-
terns. The results suggest that lifetime migration reflects historical and contemporary migration, while
the historical marks gradually fade. Its spatial distribution shows the characteristics of diffusion for the
places of origin and diffusion-and-concentration for the destinations, while China’s population remains
relatively static. Cohort analysis highlights that lifetime migration has a cumulative effect over time and is
closely associated with life events. The study concludes that birthplace information has a unique
research perspective distinct from others, and calls for further research on the conditions and causal
mechanisms of bidirectional migration flows.
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Table 1  The Proportion of Lifetime Migrants in Total Population, Estimated by Place of Birth
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Figure 1 Matrix of Inter-provincial Lifetime Migration in 2020
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Figure 2 Matrices of Inter-provincial Lifetime Migration in 2000 and 2010
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Figure 3 Inter-provincial Lifetime Migration Rates by Age from 2000 to 2020
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Figure 4 Age-specific Inter-provincial Lifetime Migration Rates of

Each Birth Cohort across Three Censuses
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Figure 5 Inter-provincial Lifetime In-migration Rates by Age Group and Province in 2020
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Figure 6 Inter-provincial Lifetime Out-migration Rates by Age Group and Province in 2020
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