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Demographic Transition and Population Development in Xinjiang:
Responding to Western fallacy about “Genocide” in Xinjiang’s Population
LI Jian—xin, QIU Li-ya
(Department of Sociology , Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

[ Abstract] Using the example of responding to Western scholar Adrian Zenz’ s fallacious claims of “genocide” in Xin-
jiang, this study demonstrates how to effectively expose and refute Western allegations against the developmental
achievements and policies in China’s ethnic regions. From an academic perspective, using data from the Xinjiang pop-
ulation census, statistical yearbooks, and field research materials, this study comprehensively describes and analyzes
the demographic Transition and development in Xinjiang. Applying principles and methodologies from demography, it
uncovers and critiques the knowledge and logical errors behind the “genocide” fallacy. The results indicate that the
transition in Xinjiang”s population conform to general demographic patterns. Alongside the socioeconomic development
of Xinjiang, the implementation of institutional regulations, and shifts in marriage and fertility norms, the fertility
rates in Xinjiang population are inevitably declining. The Western allegations about Xinjiangs population development
ignore the fundamental principles of demographic transitions, overlook the multifaceted factors affecting declining fer-
tility rates, manipulate demographic statistical indicators, and incorrectly employ critical parameters in population pro-
jections. These allegations, whether in their problem formulation, argumentation, or conclusions, are fundamentally
unfounded. Western allegations against the development achievements and policies in China’s ethnic regions typically
follow a three—step “template”. They start from an ideological standpoint, assuming guilt, then selectively collect “evi-
dence” and “materials” to support this assumption. Finally, they incorrectly use and interpret one—sided “evidence” to
confirm their preconceived conclusions. The analysis of Xinjiang’ s population development and the exposure of the
“genocide” fallacy are instrumental in correcting international biases against China and Xinjiang, holding significant
practical value. Moreover, we provide a valuable explanation for the unusual demographic indicators during periods of
rapid socioeconomic development and rapid shifts in the population’s fertility patterns in Xinjiang. This contributes to
the expansion and refinement of theories regarding demographic transitions in ethnic border regions.

[Key words] Xinjiang; Demographic Transition; Total Fertility Rate; Cohort Indicator
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