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Are Couples of Different Religions Less Satisfied with Their Relationships?
Religious Heterogamy and Marital Satisfaction in Contemporary China
SHENG He' ZHANG Chun-ni®
(1. 2. Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing 100871 ,China)

Key Words: religious homogamy ;religious heterogamy ; marital satisfaction ; gender

Abstract : Using data from the China Family Panel Studies in 2016 and 2018, this article examines how religious homogamy and heterog-
amy affect husband’s and wife’s marital satisfaction. Based on multidimensional measures of religiosity, the study finds that the majority of
Chinese married couples do not believe in religion;only 3.78% of marriages are religious homogamy;and 25.92% of marriages are reli-
gious heterogamy. Husbands are more likely to report a low marital dissatisfaction when their spouses hold a different religious belief.
This gender difference can be explained by gender norms either based on religious doctrine or based on gendered household labor divi-
sion. The article enhances an understanding of the relationship among couples’ religious beliefs, gender roles, and marital satisfaction in

the context of contemporary China.
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