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Interaction at Fingertips : Short Videos Use by the Rural
Elderly and their Social Integration—A Qualitative
Case Study of Villages G and Q in Zunyi

LU Jiehua, YANG Qiangian

Abstract; In the 21st century digitalization and ageing are two significant features of
China’ s social transformation, and sadly the fast — changing information
technology is pushing the old people to the side of marginalization in socie-
ty. As such,short videos, because of their low threshold of use yet strong so-
cialization ,become an important interface of digitalized life. With reference
to the theory of social integration this study,based on field work in Villages
G and Q of Shenxi Township in Zunyi, Guizhou, mainly adopts deep — level
interviews and text analysis for an examination on the rural elderly use of
short videos and their interaction. Our study indicates that the rural elderly
actively integrate themselves into their community , which accords with their
motive of avoiding being excluded from socialization and of engaging in so-
cialization on the basis of blood ties, kinship, and locality through online
communication. The rural elderly mainly integrate themselves into society at
three levels: firstly, their self — improvement of efficacy at the individual lev-
el; secondly,their close ties with families, neighbors and friends at the in-
terpersonal relationship level ; thirdly, their increased sense of belonging to
the rural community at the individual — cum — collective rural social level.
Meanwhile , our research conducts an analysis of the dilemmas that the rural
elderly encounter in using short videos for social integration, and proposes
some suggestions for improvement given the circumstances of digital era.

Key words : social integration; short video; rural elderly; digital divide
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