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TN/ R 0B L g & By
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China Family Panel Studies: Design Concepts and
Common Data Misuses

Sun Yan'! Wu Qiong! Zhang Chunni?

(1. Institute of Social Science Survey, Peking University;
2. Department of Sociology, Peking University)

Abstract: China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) is the first national, large-scale, and multidisciplinary
long-term panel study in China. It provides valuable information for studying China’s changes. CFPS
launched its first national baseline survey in 2010, covering 14960 households in 25 provinces. After the
baseline survey, the project follows up the households and individuals every other year. Up to 2022,
CFPS has completed seven rounds of national surveys, and the data from the first six rounds
(2010-2020) have been publicly released. As an important data source of academic and policy research,
CFPS has over 120,000 registered users and CFPS-related research findings are published on a daily
basis. However, using CFPS data can be challenging for new users. Those unfamiliar with its design
concepts may have misunderstandings about the data, and common misuses lead to biased and even
erroneous research results. In order to enable researchers to use CFPS data in a scientific and standard
manner, this article will present four features of CFPS in survey design and data management:
comprehensiveness, nesting, traceability, and standardization. Frequently asked questions from the users
are also addressed to minimize common misuses by users.

Key words: CFPS; Panel Study; Design Concept; Data Misuse
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