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What Heritage is and What Heritage Does: Review of Heritage: Critical Approaches
Zhang Lisheng

Abstract: The British scholar Rodney Harrison’s Heritage: Critical Approaches is an outstanding monograph on heritage studies. By
reviewing the historical context of “heritage” as a social movement and conceptual category, as well as the formation and development
of “critical heritage studies”, Harrison makes a profound reflection on the concept and practice of heritage in the current process of
globalization, and advocates a more relevant and conversational approach to understand the values, processes, and relationships involved
in “heritage”. The introduction of Heritage: Critical Approaches into China provides a new perspective for us to understand the prosperity
of the heritage in which we live today. The purpose of this paper is to interpret the main theoretical viewpoints of the book, and to sort

out and comment on a series of key issues raised by the author.

Keywords: Rodney Harrison, Natural and Cultural Heritage, Critical, Globalization
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