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Back to the Human Beings: A Re-Consideration of Social Theory

Abstract: Starting from several stereotypes of social theory, this paper, through
a brief review of the history of social theories in both Eastern and Western
academy, tries to point out that the essence of the social theory studies is to “back
to the human beings”. The true social theory with this characteristic is a kind of
thought that cannot be classified simply into studies on classics or moderns, or
on Chinese or Westerns. Instead of making a distinction between empirical and
theoretical studies, one of its core missions is to free experience. Thus, scholars
of social theory and even sociology must put his/her own life into studies. This is
responsibility and even duty of a scholar in China, and this is also a necessary step
of sociology toward studies of civilization.
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