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Reflection and Prospect of the Indigenous Research on China’s Demographic Dividend: A Dis—

cussion on the Core Issues of Demographic Dividend Research

LU Jiehua, GU Yuchen

Abstract
demographic dividend has always been a key research topic in economics and demography. With the promotion

Population has always been the main body of economic activities. Since the end of the 20th century,

of demographic transition and the transformation of production mode, China’ s actual population condition and
economic situation have had undergone profound changes, and it is urgent to recognize and reconstruct existing
research on demographic dividend. The basic consensus, the focus of dispute, and the limitations of research
paradigms, theoretical concepts, and research methods can be found from the evolution of demographic divi-
dend research and the review of the current situation of indigenous research on China’s demographic dividend.
Meanwhile, the core issues of indigenous research on China’ s demographic dividend at the present stage are
summarized as follows: the first demographic dividend and demographic debt, the mechanism of the second de-
mographic dividend and its substitution effect, the driving role of other types of demographic dividend in a
broad sense, and factors restricting the release of demographic dividend such as the structural mismatch of em-
ployment and regional development difference. The next step of indigenous research on China’s demographic
dividend should be based on issues such as the rational understanding of demographic opportunity at the quanti-
tative level, the cultivation of population potential at the qualitative level, and the optimization of the spatial al-
location and industrial allocation of demographic dividend.

Key words demographic dividend; demographic opportunity window; demographic transition; indigenous re-
search; quality—oriented demographic dividend
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