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RERE:-ENE
Informal Employment from a Social Reproduction Perspective:
An Analytical Framework Based on Institutional Arrangement,

Family Strategy and the Meaning of Work
JIANG Fengshu, LIU Aiyu

Abstract: This study develops an analytical framework integrating institutional arrangement, family strategy and the
meaning of work to systematically analyze informal employment in China from a social reproduction perspective. The
commercialization of labor force and the informal practice of local government impact the nature of informal
employment and the reproduction process of labor, and constitute institutional basis for workers and their families to
implement family strategies. Family strategy puts forward the objective requirements and role orientation of workers,
thus impacting workers' employment behavior. For informal workers, family ethics provide the meaning of work for
their hard work. Based on these three interrelated and complementary perspectives, we can explore the impact of
China's unique institutional arrangements, family forms and cultural traditions on economic structure, so as to provide
a comprehensive vision to study China's informal employment from a social reproduction perspective.

Key words: informal employment; social reproduction; institutional arrangement; family strategy; the meaning of work



