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Negative Population Growth and High—Quality Population Development in China
Guest Interlocutors: YUAN Xin, DU Peng, TONG Yufen, LU Jiehua

Organizer’s Introduction:

In 2022, for the first time since 1961, China had a phenomenon of negative population growth where the an-
nual newly—born population was less than the death population, which indicates a landmark change in popula-
tion development. The negative population growth of China — the one of the country as the second economy in
the world with the largest total domestic population in the world, the one in the transition from a large country
with population resources to a strong country with human capital, and the one under the new round of scientific—
technological revolution and industrial transformation mainly characterized by intellectualization, digitalization,
and networking. At the same time, phenomena such as fewer children, aging, and population structure imbal-
ance caused by the long—term negative population growth will also bring about potential risks to the sustainable
development of regional social economy, which requires us not only to grasp the common characteristics and re-
quires us not only to grasp the common characteristics and objective laws of countries leading negative popula-
tion growth from a global perspective, but also to thoroughly study the Chinese characteristics and comprehen-
sive impact on the basis of China’s national conditions and local culture.

For this reason, Yuan Xin, Du Peng, Tong Yufen, and Lu Jiehua, the four senior scholars in demographic—
related fields, are specially invited by our journal to discuss major issues related to negative population growth,
which forms a dialogue, in order to provide intellectual reference for relevant academic research and policy pro-
motion. Yuan judges the stage characteristics of negative population growth from the perspective of evolution,
analyzes the overall linkage of total population factors, and points out that we should actively seek new demo-
graphic opportunities in the early period of the negative population growth, so as to continuously reap the demo-
graphic dividend in the New Era; Du, standing on the height of Chinese modernization, analyzes the challenges
and opportunities brought by the population change under the trend of negative population growth to the future
process of Chinese modernization, and explains how to support Chinese modernization with high—quality popula-
tion development; Tong tries to discuss the ways and countermeasures of the influence of negative population
growth on economic development from the two aspects of producer and consumer on the basis of analyzing nega-
tive population growth and its accompanying comprehensive population phenomena; Lu examines the coping ex-
periences of Germany, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and other countries that entered the stage of negative pop-
ulation growth before China, and gives the inspiration from these international experiences for China.

With our joint efforts, we will be able to find a scientific and effective coping strategy to optimize the popu-
lation quality structure under the new normal of population development and contribute to the realization of
high—quality population development and high—quality life of the people.

Organizer: YIN Deting

Key words negative population growth; Chinese—type modernization; high—quality population development;

new demographic opportunity; talent dividend; population quality
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