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ABSTRACT

Is the “Machine” Too Smart: ChatGPT and New Changes in Social Development
Xiong Hongkai & Yu Guoming & Qiu Zegi & Wang Qian & Yi Xianrong & Wu Xiaokun & Gu Xiaoqging
& Tang Jingtai

Abstract: In November 2022, ChatGPT, the chatbot developed by OpenAl, quickly became a global sensation,
reaching over 100 million monthly active users in just two months. Its popularity attracted attention and fans
from all walks of life, sparking discussions about its potential impact. Will ChatGPT’s disruptive potential
bring about significant changes, and what kind of impact will it have on existing social development? How
should we view this innovative technology? As we navigate through the age of big data and artificial intelligence,
it is crucial to consider how we can make new technologies work for us instead of replacing us. In February
2023, we held a roundtable conference titled “Is the ‘Machine’ Too Smart? ChatGPT and New Changes in
Social Development”. The conference aims to present a comprehensive view of the impact and challenges of
ChatGPT on journalism, professional development, economy, copyright protection, information governance,
education ecology and other fields.

Professor Xiong Hongkai summarized the scientific ideas and core technologies behind ChatGPT,
and further answered essential questions such as how to view knowledge and truth, how to view one’s own
life, and how to view the lives of others under the wave of new artificial intelligence technology. Professor
Yu Guoming proposed that ChatGPT has ushered in the era of intelligent interconnection, bringing about a
profound transformation in the fields of society and communication, including the “sinking” of communication
power, the algorithmization of the core logic of communication, the transformation of the media industry,
and the migration of mainstream media roles. Professor Qiu Zeqi summarized that ChatGPT currently lacks
some of the unique human abilities and can only replace some of the work of human professions. Professor
Wang Qian advocated that the content autonomously generated by ChatGPT does not belong to “human”
works and should not receive the incentive and protection of copyright law. Professor Yi Xianrong pointed
out that ChatGPT is essentially a significant transformation of human society’s knowledge and information
production, which will form a new social and economic operating ecology and herald the opening of a more
mature, fair and innovative big data era. Professor Wu Xiaokun believes that the application of ChatGPT in
the news production process has eliminated the field effect of news production. However, since the issues of
information authenticity and ethics cannot be resolved, ChatGPT cannot replace good journalism. Professor
Gu Xiaoging believes that we should examine the ecological relationship between technology, society and
education, meanwhile focus on what education is in the intelligent era. Professor Tang Jingtai pointed out that
the development and application of ChatGPT have brought about the intelligent production and dissemination
of rumors. Coupled with the inevitable “illusions” and translation problems of ChatGPT, these have brought
severe challenges to the governance of rumors in the intelligent era.

Humanistic Semantics: Interdisciplinary Academic Practice of Humanities

Zhang Baoming & Shen Weirong & Sun Jiang & Pan Guangzhe & Min Xiangpeng & Zhou Cheng
& Wang Zhongjiang & Chu Jinyong
Abstract: Currently, building a disciplinary system, academic system and discourse system with Chinese
characteristics has become a major theoretical and practical topic widely discussed by the academic
community. In order to implement the new liberal arts construction initiative, Zhang Baoming and other
scholars have jointly proposed the interdisciplinary construction of “humanistic semantics”. It attempts to
break through the barriers of discipline solidification since modern times, focusing on issues such as “ancient
and modern fractures” “misunderstandings between China and the West” “layer upon layer separations” in
interlingual writing.

Professor Zhang Baoming advocates that humanistic semantics focuses not only on language issues, but
also on cultural and ideological issues. Professor Shen Weirong pointed out that humanistic semantics breaks
down the boundaries between existing subjects such as literature, history and philosophy, and establishes a
“cross-disciplinary” field compatible with the humanities. This is an inevitable direction for promoting the
development and progress of current humanistic sciences. Professor Sun Jiang believes that using concepts as
a medium can establish connections between various languages. Cross-language and cross-cultural conceptual
history research can help enhance mutual understanding between different languages and cultures. Professor
Pan Guangzhe pointed out that the “new terms” that emerged in modern China have become indispensable
“keywords” in the public life. Professor Min Xiangpeng pointed out that the key difference between historical
reality and textual reality lies in the deviation of semantic understanding. This inevitably makes it difficult for

Mar. 2023 177



