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MONOGRAPHIC STUDY

Chinese-Style Modernization

Expansion of Empowerment and Orientation of County Development

...................................................... He Xuefeng Lu Qingqing & Gui Hua 1

Abstract: In the context of rural revitalization and common prosperity developing county economies has
become a consensus at the grassroots level. The development of county economy requires greater
autonomy for county-devel governments and many subnational governments are currently implementing
reforms to expand and empower counties. However some counties in central and western regions cannot
accommodate modern manufacturing industries. Some county governments are “operating counties ”
without supervision after the expansion of power resulting in a myriad of problems: farmers move to
cities to buy houses but have difficulties in employment and housing and excessive investment in
infrastructure leads to debt and puts county development at risk. County towns in central and western
counties are an extension of rural areas and have weaknesses in productive and developmental aspects.
The development of county towns in central and western regions should be accurately positioned to play

its primary function of providing basic public services and market-oriented services.
Smart Rural Governance: A Research Framework -«-eeeeeeeeeeeeveeeccenees iy Neng 23

Abstract: Smart rural governance is an essential component of Chinese-style modernization and an
important manifestation of national integration and rural-urban equalization. After a brief review of the
social process by which contemporary Chinese rural society has accessed adapted to and
accommodated Internet technologies and their associated application systems this paper delineates a
critical academic task for current social sciences which is to disclose the central role of the
aforementioned social process in enhancing rural modernity in multiple dimensions of social governance
including rural livelihood system building public sphere construction social service provision and
social integration. This paper gives a holistic research framework on smart rural governance through

conceptual definition typological construction and elaboration of empirical research questions.
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