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Entangled Scholarly Traditions: The Case of the Development
of Frontier Studies in China During the WWII

Tian Geng

Abstract: Looking into the intellectual textures of some well known Chinese frontier studies

during the WWII, the paper examines how their authors succeeded to get their inspirations from the

research traditions that originally had little to do with frontier. Travelling from non-frontier research

to frontier studies, scholars created the intellectual continuities they never expected and the frontier

studies were enriched by sociological imaginations rising from other research areas. In particular,

this paper shows how some scholars from the Yenching School of sociology creatively transferred

concepts and methods of community study to the study of Chinese frontier. The entangled traditions

thus contribute to the dynamics of modern Chinese sociology.
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