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RERE:F Ot

The Change of Family Structure and Social Stratification:

A Combination of Perspectives
ZHANG Chunni, XIE Yu

Abstract: Family structure, as a part of family background, has long been considered a relevant factor that affects
status attainment. With the evolution of the Second Demographic Transition and rising economic inequality, family
structure has become an important mechanism for the reproduction of inequality in some Western societies. China has
also experienced dramatic transitions in both social structure and families in the post-reform era. However, past
research has focused mainly on economic and political factors as mechanisms for China's social stratification and
rarely given much attention to family structure. We argue that the correlation between social class and family structure
is growing stronger in 21st—century China. We provide an overview of two major trends in social stratification and
families in the world and China over the past half century and then review the growing research interest in family
structures and social inequality in the West. Finally, we discuss the value of combining family studies and social
stratification studies in China.

Key words: family structure; the Second Demographic Transition; social stratification; social mobility



