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RERE KB

The Change of Family Structure and Social Stratification:

A Review of Empirical Studies in China
ZHANG Chunni, XIE Yu

Abstract: As family behaviors become more diverse and are affected by individual/family's economic conditions, there
merge socioeconomic gradients of family behaviors so that family structure has become as an important mechanism for
social stratification in the 21st—century China. This article reviews studies of how social stratification affects the
formation of family structure and how family structure affects status attainment in China and provides some suggestions
for future directions of this field.
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