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Family out of Family: Exploration on Source of
“Family Property Division” Theory

ZHOU Feizhou YU Peng-han
( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871)

’ as the main practical

Abstract The family division system with “equal division system among sons’
form has played profound influence on Chinese society.Through analysis and interpretation of relative content in
the pre-Qin Confucian literature this paper excavates the internal connection between the “equal division
system among sons” and the patriarchal clan legal system and points out the possible theoretical origin of the
division system. The theoretical form of family property division in Confucian literature is a long process.
Relevant items from the books of The Etiquette and The Book of Rites point out that under patriarchal clan
system Dagong families are not only living units sharing common property while living separately but also
coordinating the relationship of various families into “one unity” with the “father and son” as the main axis
and complete the process of nurturing supporting and sacrifice offering. Through a long process of family
property division Dagong families have made various preparations for Xiaogong families to develop into new
Dagong families while at the same time it has realized the continuation and development of the family under
the patriarchal system.

Key words family property division; equal division among sons; patriarchal clan system; one unity;
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