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Where Does Knowledge Come From?:

The Derivations and Epistemology of Anthropological Fieldwork
ZHANG Fan

( Department of Sociology, Peking University)

Abstract; Based on the discipline of anthropology, this article discusses fieldwork from
three perspectives. First, it revisits the origins of fieldwork in anthropology to highlight
that fieldwork serves as a methodological and epistemological foundation of anthropology.
Second, based on cases from legal anthropology and environmental anthropology, it
compares anthropological fieldwork with that in other disciplines. In terms of this
comparison, it explains the theoretical concerns of anthropological fieldwork and briefly
introduces the potential contribution of an anthropological approach and fieldwork research
to interdisciplinary studies. Further, using a specific case study, it illustrates the possible
ways that “government” can be conceptualized from the perspective of anthropological
fieldwork. Finally, it presents some simple reflections on fieldwork.

Keywords: anthropology; fieldwork ; the other; government
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