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The Evolution of the Idea of “Ritual Study Helps Practical
Administration” in the Changes of the World
——A Discussion on Zeng Guofan’s Integration of Confucianist Study

Neo- Confucianist Study and the Study of Practical Administration
Ling Peng

( Department of Sociology Peking University Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Zeng Guofan’ s thought of “Ritual study helps practical administration” ( ) has been an
important subject in historical research. However the discussions in the research so far on his thought of
“Ritual study helps practical administration ” have been mostly too general and vague and failed to notice the
evolutionary process of Zeng Guofan’ s understanding of “Ritual study helps practical administration” itself. At
the same time previous studies have mostly attributed his thought to “military rituals” ( ) without
realizing that Zeng Guofan had a profound understanding that went beyond “military rituals ”. More
importantly Zeng Guofan’ s thought of “Ritual study helps practical administration” was closely related to his
understanding of the world at that time. This article carefully explores Zeng Guofan’s exposition on “rituals”
() in his letters and articles and tries to reconstruct the evolutionary process of his thought of “Ritual study
helps practical administration” pointing out that the key to this evolution lay in his understanding of “the
change of the world” ( ) . Finally this article re-understands Zeng Guofan’ s idea of “Ritual study helps
practical administration” and points out that its ultimate connotation was to realize the integration of
Confucianist Study of the Han Dynasty ( ) and Neo-Confucianist Study of the Song Dynasty ( )
through the integration of the significance of ritual making ( ) and the contemporary “world”
thereby achieving the goal of “Ritual study helps practical administration ”

Key words: Zeng Guofan ( ) ; Ritual study help practical administration ( ) ; change of the
world; significance of ritual making ( ) ; integration of Confucianist Study of the Han Dynasty (

) and Neo-Confucianist Study of the Song Dynasty ( )



