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Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman

and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.470.
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Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.472.) , % % 3,3 iX 2 5t B AT 4 B )5 694549,
© Bp3tiF A PTHLEY9 a formal structure of the same type, % JU:Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of

—163—



PSS R RGP B

y E— o

o X\Y z

- X\y\Z " the dialect of outside and

inside o °

Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1978.p.472.
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The winter hunting rites testify in a different way to the relevant function of the dialectic of outside and

inside in Mandan and Hidatsa philosophy.@

But is it not the case that, unlike the human body, water, being the medium most favorable to putrefaction,

achieves externally a natural transformation of food in a way comparable to the transformation achieved internally

by the human body through the digestive process?@

e

(D Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.472. W iF A . “iX sy o 2 49 FHIE A AL
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@ Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.474.
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---who are blocked or pierced, above or below, in front or behind, who are unable to ingest anything except
liquids or smoke (and sometimes have to be satisfied with allowing liquids or smoke to pass over the surface of
their bodies) and who, being devoid of either mouths or anuses, have no digestive functions.

o

@ Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.p.475.
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An implicit physiology in which digestion becomes a natural counterpart of cooking.@

( ) @ .

Cooking effects mediation between what, in another context, I called the burnt world and the rotten world.
The presence of the digestive tract fulfils the same function in relation to the absence of mouth or anus. In the first
instance, food could only take the form of smoke; in the second, it would be taken in and eliminated through one
and the same orifice, and could become confused with excrement.®

o

During digestion, the organism temporarily retains food before eliminating it in a processed form. Digestion
therefore has a mediatory function, comparable to that of cooking which suspends another natural process leading
from rawness to rottenness. In this sense, it may be said that digestion offers an anticipatory organic model of

culture. @

D Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.p.76.
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@  Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
and Doreen Weightman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.p.476.

@ Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Origin of Table Manners: Mythologiques Volume 3, Trans. John Weightman
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