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“Stick to” or “Escape from” First—tier Cities:

A Study on Current College Students’ Preference on Expected Work Location
LU Jie-hua, CEN Xin-yi, Peking University

Abstract; In recent years, the tremendous pressure of life and work in first—tier cities has made many
people who work in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Shenzhen go to other cities for employment and living.
When college students face such an employment environment and the phenomenon of “escaping” from Beijing,
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Shenzhen, what trend and characteristics will they have in future work place plan-
ning? Based on the “Panel Study of Chinese University Students” , this paper analyzes the current situation of
college students’ employment preference in first—tier cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Shenz-
hen, and the main relevant factors that influence college students’ preference for first—tier cities as their ideal
working place. The study found that there is no tendency for college students to “flee” from first—tier cities in
their expected employment preference in recent years, but more and more college students want to work in first
—tier cities after graduation. The result of logistic regression shows that college students whose family social and
economic status is higher, who decide to pursue higher degrees, and whose universities are located in first—tier
cities show stronger employment tendency than other college students, while the household registration status
level before entering college and education level have no significant influence. In response, policymakers
should boost the employment rate of college graduates in first—tier cities while also promoting social and eco-
nomic development in other cities so as to bring new vitality to cities in a balanced way.

Key words: Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen; first —tier cities; college students; expected
work location preference EEHREE R=W
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