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Relative Resources, Gender Role Attitudes and Its Interaction
on the Division of Housework in Family

LIU Aiyu

Abstract: Based on the data of China Family Panel Studies (CFPS2014), this research analyzes the impacts of
husband and wife's resources, gender role attitudes and dependence on the division of housework in family. It is found
that urban married wives do the lion's share of housework, and their housework time in 2014 is 2.14 times that of their
husbands. The impacts of relative resource and absolute resource on the division of housework between spouses is the
result of comparative advantage based on rationality, and the gender practices based on family gender norm as well,
especially the interaction of both. What kind of style and mechanism will the resources impact the division of
housework is embedded in social gender culture. Gender ideology and its changing may well explain and predict the
trends of the family's housework division, and there is a long way toward equally shared housework due to the current
status of gender role attitudes. Equality of the housework division between spouses depends on the progress of
women's social economic status, and the transforming of gender role attitudes as well.

Key words: time availability; relative resources; autonomy; gender role attitude



