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The Multiple Meanings of “Coordination” :

Re-discussion Based on Qu Tongzu’s Research

LING Peng

Abstract: Qu Tongzu (T’ ung—Tus CH’ii) s concepts: “the confucianiza-
tion of law” and “endow law with ritual principle” are classic in Chinese legal
sociology. However, in the first edition of Chinese Law and Chinese Society, Qu
Tongzu had a more insightful understanding of the relationship between ritual
and law—the “coordination” between ritual and law. This article first discusses
the change of Qu Tongzu’ s understandings from “coordination” to “the confu-
cianization of law”, distinguishes the similarities and differences between the
two, and points out that the “coordination” of ritual and law has dual meanings.
Subsequently, using historical materials such as the Qing legal code (Ta Tsing
Leu Lee)used by Qu Tongzu, the official guidebooks of the Qing Dynasty, and
the specific Qing Dynasty judicial archives, this article further explores the mul-
tiple meanings of the “coordination” between ritual and law proposed by Qu
Tongzu, and a future research direction of Chinese legal sociology.

Keywords: endow law with ritual principle; the confucianization of law;the

“coordination” of ritual and law; the Qing legal code
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