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The Policy Attribute of Social Work within the Relationship between Social

Work and Social Policy the Trend of Social Policy in Social Work practice
MA feng—zhi
( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Social work bears a striking policy Attribute. From social work perspective vertically the rela—
tionship between social work and social policy has went through a developmental process from mixing to—
gether to attaching importance to either “changing individuals” or “influencing social environment”
then integrating into a whole. Horizontally they have presented an inseparable and interactional relation—
ship on which the influence of the former is stronger than the latter. From the trend of social policy in so—
cial work social work founctioning as a delivery system of social welfare policy has increasingly extended
from a field and a background of social work practice to a method of social work practice which develops
into a vital professional method that is both interrelated with and distinct from the direct social work
method. These findings have important implications for social work practice and education in China.
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