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Articles

Class experience and disposition of construction workers in labor

subcontracting system Pun Ngai  Lu Huilin and Zhang Huipeng / 109

Abstract: The economic structure of the Chinese society has been greatly transformed due to
the thirty-years of reform. In the realm of production alongside with the growth of private
economy capitalist mode of production gradually becomes the dominant form. There thus
came a new working class in which construction workers constitute a significant part.

Concerning such a “class-in-tself” we would like to explore how did this new working class
understands itself and how could it transform itself from a “class-in-tself” into a “classfor—
itself 7. This article aims to illustrate how construction workers acquire their class experiences
and dispositions in their working lives under the labor subcontracting system. Then based on
the socialist discourse regarding “class sympathy” the authors make a comparison between
class experiences acquired in two different periods.

Key Words: construction workers; labor subcontracting system; new working class; class

experience; class disposition

“Qi” and “the rich rule in village” in the context of social differentiation:
taking E village in eastern Zhejiang province as an example

Yuan Song and Chen Feng / 128

Abstract: Villagers who have ever committed to socialist egalitarianism cannot accept the sharp
differentiation in today’ s rural society as legitimate. Animosity between “the poor” and “the rich”
increase everyday as they interact with each other. As a result social circle of the rich become more
and more segregated from that of the poor. Meanwhile ‘the rich rule in village” gradually becomes
a prevailing principle in the current policy context that is heavily based in favor of GDP growth. The
winners in market economy instinctively apply the efficiency-maximizing methods in which they run
successful businesses to run village commonwealth which always implies the increasing exclusion
of common villagers from participating in decision-making process. The case of E village
shows how the contradiction between “public” and “private” and the conflict between “the
rich” and “the poor” get entangled in rural daily life. Some villagers who despise village elites
“sense of superiority tend to call for the help of higher authorities instead of making appeal to the
meeting of village self4uling body. Besides the public realm in rural community is shrinking. In
such a context the village selftuling system that was established in the 1980s when rural social

structure was basically “flat” is now becoming ever more questionable.



