Abstract Large construction sites are the outgrowth of China’s social productive relations and

institutional transformation. It also epitomizes the various social conflicts and contradictions giv—
en rise to by thirty years of reform. Being thrown into the capitalist productive relations the
construction workers fight directly and spontaneously against the exploitation inflicted on them
and expose to the public eyes the class structure and class antagonism which have otherwise
been covered up by forces of various kinds. In this way they assert themselves as a legitimate
class. This essay documents the hard struggle for survival of the construction workers under

the sub-contracting labor system and the painful birth of this emerging working class.
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