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Action Ethics: The Social Foundation of Agricultural

Production Organization
Zhou Feizhou He Qifeng

( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: This article examines the forms of agricultural production organization in three villages analyzes the
success and failure of household operation and scale operation and points out that the employment
management and supervision of labor force are the key points. The advantage of household operation lies in its
being rooted in the social foundation of its village and also its full use of the farmers’ action ethics that
“distinctions must be made between the inside and the outside ”. Through case comparisons this article
believes that as long as the scale operation of the outside companies follows these ethics it is possible for them
to achieve success by “getting rooted in the social foundation of their villages”. And action ethics also provides
ethical resources for the path to agricultural modernization with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: household operation; scale operation; social foundation; action ethics



