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Policy Shifts About China’s Rural Poverty Alleviation Development and Its Challenges

Based on Example of Mabian Yi Autonomous County

MA Fengzhi, KAI Yuan
(Department of Sociology» Peking University  Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Based on the policy combing of historical dimension and experience analysis of realistic material, we
discussed five major policy shifts about the development of rural poverty reduction which has experienced or is ex-
periencing. On the poverty alleviation policy, the original relief-oriented poverty is turning to the development-ori-
ented poverty; On the poverty alleviation target, the group from regional and county is turning to the poor villages
and households; On the poverty alleviation strategy, the flood irrigation is turning to targeted poverty alleviation;
In terms of social mobilization, the government poverty alleviation is turning to social poverty alleviation; Besides,
the main position about poverty is from passive to active. These policy shifts have been verified in the experience
material. However, there are still some problems, such as the short-term benefits of project-based poverty allevia-
tion, participatory paradox, governance dilemma and so on. The empirical and theoretical research on these issues
can provide a reference for the reconstruction of human capital and poverty governance in the historical mission of
“poverty alleviation”.

Key words: rural poverty alleviation development; policy shift; poverty alleviation by project implementation;

participatory poverty alleviation; first secretary



