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Digitalization and the Changing Structure of Rural Governance
QIU Zeqi' 2, LI Youjun?, XU Wanting?
(1. Center for Sociological Research and Development Studies of China, Peking University,
Beijing 100871,
2. Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)
Abstract
Industrialization and urbanization have promoted large-scale population movements and the

separation of rural populations and lands, which have changed the relationship and livelihood
patterns of rural populations. The "disconnection™ of the village population has led to a broken
chain in the tail of the governance structure, posing a dilemma for effective rural governance.
Digitalization not only promotes economic development and industrial transformation, but also
provides a new practice to respond to rural governance problems, creating multiple feasible paths

for reconnecting the broken chain of rural governance structure and realizing the "common
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presence" of rural governance subjects. However, the structure of rural governance under the
influence of digitization is different from the past. It is neither a simple continuation of the state
government structure, nor a resurgence of the traditional two-track governance or hybrid structure.
Both in terms of the power structure and participation structure of rural governance, digital

practices have brought about new structural changes.
Key words

Digitalization;Rural Governance;Acquaintance Society;Governance Structure;Population

Mobility;Digital Governance
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